
963 South Delaware
Springfield, MO 65802
(417)831-4858
November 6,1982

Stephen D. Short, Water Pollution Control Inspector II
Department of Public Works, City of Springfield
830 Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO 65801

Re: gasoline vapors and explosive atmosphere in home

Dear Mr. Short:

Thank you for your letter of October 28,1982, outlining my problem
and the steps that your office has taken to avert the potential disaster
which threatens all of the homes on the polluted sewer lines. I appreciate
the diligent attention which the City of Springfield continues to give to
this serious problem. -

In your letter you indicated that "you ort\j~ur9familY have been told
on several occasions, ...(the absence of a clean out plug subjects us to danger)."
It should be pointed out that we replaced the clean out plug immediately upon
the first time that we were told that a plug should be in the floor drain.
We did not tell your office that the clean out plug has been missing since we
moved in to the house two years ago. What we told your office was, that we
have had no occasion to investigate the drain's condition at all, until the
problem with the fumes in the basement began. Representatives from your
office and that of the Fire Marshall's office made at least two trips to our
home, and flushed out the drain to the street with their hoses before anyone
made any comment to us concerning the clean out plug. We have no way of knowing
whether the clean out plug was missing before the time that your representatives
pointed it out to us.

You should be aware that, though the clean out plug is now in place, we
also keep the drain covered with plastic. That does seem to help with the
fumes. Ho~er, our concern about the potentiality of a disaster from a match
dropped into the sewer line at any point along Grand street is not alleviated.
Plastic can protect us from fumes, but would do little to protect us from Ilan
explosive atmosphere."

I appreciate the fact that your investigation is continuing.
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Charles W. Hedrick

cc: H. Cole, P.E., Sanitary Engineer
B. Schaefer, P.E., Superintendent of Sanitary Services
D. Bittle, Chief, Fire Marshal
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